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Incentive mechanisms for rural population settlement in urban communities
Abstract

Within the scope of a project aiming at planning villages in the
Governorate of Giza, the Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning
(FURP) (Cairo University) has proposed a strategic regional framework
that included new proposed villages on the governorate's desert
hinterland to solve the acute problems of population growth and
encroachment on agricultural land. This paper aims at identifying both
the requirements and the constraints for the success of such new rural
settlements through exploring the socioeconomic groups that are willing
to settle in the new villages as well as identifying both the push and pull
factors that may motivate their settlement. The paper also envisages the
roles of different actors in the motivating process. These actors include
national and local governmental agencies, the private sector, and the civil
society's organizations.

The paper argues that the success of the settlement process must take into
account the socioeconomic changes that have affected the traditional way
of life in rural areas. It also emphasizes the importance of adopting a
participatory approach into the process. The close distance between the
proposed new settlements on the desert hinterland and the existing
villages in the Nile Valley will also facilitate social adaptation and
community homogeneity that constituted major obstacles for rural
settlement in land-reclamation villages within the last fifty years.

In addition to presenting a critical review on previous rural settlement
studies of land-reclamation villages, the paper adopts a case study
research on twelve villages in Markaz Al Ayyat and Al Saf (Governorate
of Giza) as a sample for rural settlement in the Nile Valley. Extensive
structured questionnaires and interviews were conducted with local
residents (about Y+« individuals in each village), government officials
(about 1+ officials in governorate and local agencies). as well as experts
in rural development (about Y+ university professors). It is hoped that
this paper would constitute a step towards realizing FURP's vision in
establishing new proposed villages on the desert hinterland of the Nile
Valley.

Keywords:

Egyptian Villages, desert hinterland villages, urban growth on agricultural land,
rural development and settlement
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