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Place attachment - can it be designed “
Case study: The extension building of the faculty of Engineering in Minia

Abstract :

The architect usually cares about formalistic aesthetics like mass proportions, colors, and
materials beside function fulfillment. This paper is concerned to highlight the role of human
behavior in achieving more subtle aesthetics through the interaction between man and his
built environment, attachment is a much more significant tool to connect humans to their
environments than being design on just superficial visual preferences. The paper points to
employ the social communication strength that characterizes our societies to transform
architectural spaces into real places. This target can be achieved by adjusting the architectural
program of a given project. according to the probablism theory, the architecture configuration
and design decisions have an essential role to initiate either a positive or a negative human
experience Every time the building affords a pleasing moment , it gains a share of admiration
in the users memory of the situation . the sentimental interactions with a place form the most
hidden factor that delicately affect in a spiritual comfort . the paper proposes in that place
attachment can be designed

The author of this paper, when allowed to design and extension building to the faculty of
engineering in Minia university, has based the design concept upon creating a social building
the students, life when characterized by enjoyable memories may be and opportunity to be
accentuated by spaces, affordances. Attachment to the building was not a target in the time
of design , but enjoying users in its spaces was the main concern through 12 years of using the
building , initial observation marked a positive success of the design proposition , but
attachment to the building has been added . the paper aimed to discover the attachment
reasons to benefit from the project’s experience . observation and unstructured interviews
were the main explorative tools to uncover students feelings a simple direct question to the
130 interviewees was as simple as “ do you love this building “ and why”

The design was based upon two main factors: visual communication and providing static
spaces in the building internal corridors. the visual contact is accentuated between professors
and students by positioning the staff offices on the main corridor of circulation . Repetitive
visual contacts lead to reinforce relationships. Three courts in the middle of the three parts of
the building helped extending vision through different stories . terraces on the eastern and
western facades were shifted every floor up to provide visibility between groups of students
using them . the designer provided different sizes of subspaces on the main corridor to allow
different numbers of students to gather in suitable spaces without interrupting the main
movement . terraces on the courts were suitable places for inviting students to communicate
through social distances while enjoying openness around the building extended planted farms
to the horizon were a main feature that allowed communicating with nature too .

98.5% of the interviewees admitted that they love the building. the reasons varied between
social interaction, spaciousness of spaces, good lighting, neat finishing of materials, climatic
comfort in different seasons, good views, and finally because of belonging to their place of
study. the paper was and opportunity to assure a proposition settled by the designer himself
that human interaction could be a base to attach users to the building. Organizing spaces and
design details were considered as useful and significant tools to complete the human
experience, the observation led to assure the designer’s vision, but users ‘ verbal causality was
too weak to express technical reasons of attachment .

Key words: architectural psychology; beloved buildings; hidden aesthetics.
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