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Towards a new conceptual model for dealing with informal urban growth

Abstract
Informal urban growth areas appeared to accommodate the increasing housing demand of new
immigrants to cities. Its horizontal expansion within existing cities is mainly on agricultural areas
and vacant land inside the residential fabric. Despite regulating the use of this land through several
laws (lawno.52 for the year 1940, and law no.3 for the year 1983,and law no.119 for the year 2008)
which necessitate land subdivision and infrastructure provision at the expense of land owners, and
the approval of the subdivision by the local authority prior to any construction activities. Since
2002, the government enacted several planning programs to limit the continuous violation of the
law and resultant illegal sales and construction since 1940, develop informal areas by 2025. These
programs aim to provide numerous investment opportunities for the development of these areas
relying on the participation of the non-governmental sector in bearing development costs, and
the application of the principle of cost recovery in the implementation of development projects to
ensure their sustainability and to encourage participation. This was fulfilled in some projects
through incentives including proportions of premium land for investment, in addition to setting
urban controls that allow vertical expansion and intensification. This study addresses the topic of
participation in urban management and provision of basic services and improvement of the urban
environment through unconventional approaches, in an attempt to formulate an economic/ urban
approach through partnership as a mechanism to activate the role of the non-governmental
sector in addressing informal urban growth, and in the developing informal areas. Its results could
help in setting policies and developing programs to deal with informal areas and prevent their
increase.
Objectives
This research aims at developing an economic /urban approach to deal with informal urban
growth through the following principles:
- Partnership: between non-governmental organizations on one hand, and the local authority on
the other, to address informal urban growth.
- Enablement: for residents within an economic framework that fulfills a balance between -
development cost and revenues
The research also seeks to develop this approach into a comprehensive strategy that formulates
the basis for a national development project that deals with some of the informal urban growth
areas, and reduces the occurrence of new ones, through the goals of the proposed model, which
seeks to:
e Secure land for urban development processes.
e Achieve efficient use of land as a local resource.
e Improve the built environment by organizing land uses.
o Contribute to the achievement of the goals of local and national development plans through
the improvement of the urban environment.
e Encourage investment inflows to develop local land according to local and regional variables.
e Balance between land development and social and economic aspects of urban development.

Approach

The research is based on the following steps:
First: understanding the problem through defining its origin and development and its key
issues.
Second: monitoring mechanisms to stop the emergence of informal growth areas.
Third: demonstrating the raised approaches (official, academic and worldwide
experiences).
Fourth: The proposed approach which is based on a set of principles such as, dealing
within investment principles, and adequate partnership for economic and social
frameworks, and possible alternatives for the economies of spatial and real-estate

development.

Key words: informal urban growth; conceptual model, development; participation.
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