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Abstract

Stone Towns stretching along the east coast of Africa for a distance of 3,000 kilometers,
from southern Somalia to northern Mozambique, including some islands in the Sea of Zinj.
Among the most famous and largest of these cities is the historic stone town of Zanzibar
island, which is located in front of the east coast of Tanzania in eastern Africa. The UNESCO
added the stone Town to the World Heritage List in 2000, for its unique architectural and
urban character. This is due to the interaction between the African Swahili culture and
Islamic culture, mainly Arab and Indian culture.

The researcher had conducted multiple Field visits for each of the traditional buildings in
several cities of Oman and the Stone Town in Zanzibar. The aim of the present paper is to
clarify and monitor the Influence of Arab-Islamic architecture, specifically in the Sultanate of
Oman, on the Stone Town in Zanzibar. The scientific approach used in the search depends
on the field observations and analytical studies, as well as the few studies that show the
impact of Omani architecture on buildings design of Zanzibar Stone Town.

Key words: Stone Town, Urban fabric, Zanzibar Island, Omani architecture.
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