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Abstract

This research is an effort that attempts to analyze the planning values emanating from the
transformations of urban planning thought in the era of sustainable development, which
responds towards flexible cities in terms of specifications and urban characteristics
compatible with the methods of addressing different urban risks and threats. The study
takes the city of Riyadh, the capital of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as a case study,
examining the plans and programs related to addressing the potential dangers arising from
the floods in its main valleys, especially Wadi Hanifa and Wadi Al Sulay.

The study seeks to achieve several objectives, namely: (1) Reviewing the most prominent
related concepts by explaining the terminology, characteristics, and planning values for this
transformation, (2) Analyzing the current situation of Riyadh from a strategic perspective to
dissect the strategic opportunities in the city to work with as bases that can be tracked on
the approach to a resilient city transformation, (3) To propose mechanisms - based on the
analysis and diagnosis - to implement the planning approach in Riyadh.
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The study yielded a number of results, the most prominent of which are: (1) The presence of
strengths that can be enhanced for Riyadh as a resilient city, such as the availability of
geospatial systems, urban and cyber security systems and early warning systems, (2) the
presence of basic weaknesses that work to impede the transformation of Riyadh to a
resilient city, such as incompleteness of sanitation, low air quality, and increased emissions
harmful to the environment, (3) Availability of strategic opportunities from which to start in
the approach to transforming Riyadh as a Resilience city, and these opportunities include:
the political will and royal directives to establish the Royal Commission for Riyadh City, the
existence of a hierarchy of established planning levels and modernization plans,
diversification of financial resources and smart investments in infrastructure, (4) The
emergence of added planning values within the analysis of the Riyadh transformation to a
resilience city, such as the existence of actual plans to address urban risks, the issuance of a
flood and torrents risk management plan since 2015, and the addition of the climate change
axis to the Environmental Protection Plan (2015-2019).
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