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The visual character for Architecture and Urbanism of Jeddah houses
Identity between Past and Present

Abstract

The visual character of houses in historical Jeddah which located in province of Hejaz is characterized
by unique ingredients supported by the strength of its locational, environmental, cultural, and social
characteristics. The urban fabric; formed of Paths and alleys with their spontaneous form that narrow
sometimes and widen at other times; has formulated a unique and distinctive visual character with a
special character and identity in which the urbanism tells a life system born out of the place. The surface
that separates between the urban inside and the outside with all its architectural vocabulary and details
has formed much of the visual character of that architecture. This architectural vocabulary has added a
unique impression for its visual character that contains special notions (concepts) regarding the place
and its natural, environmental, social, and cultural effects. The internal design solution of the traditional
house and its views to the outside; and the disappearance of inner courtyard have its own effect on the
character and identity of the house and its visual character.

The study addresses the historical background of the visual character of “Hijaz” region in general, it also
extracts and analyses the concepts and formation factors of visual character of the urbanism and
architecture of historical Jeddah houses in particular.

The study also addresses the latest developments and effects that accompanied the recent sprawl of
the city which had an obvious role in changing much of the visual character conceptions for the
contemporary house, in which the architectural and urban vocabulary and treatments have been
randomly replaced with outsider concepts based on absolute utility that doesn’t rely on the
environment, culture, conditions of the place and its inherited traditions, where some facial features
have been cloned in a way that harmed its origins, and the character has disappeared, the visual
character got lost between the roots and the obliterated identity. The study also addressed the house
identity in Jeddah in relation to visual character and trials to support its identity through some
meaningful examples tying the past roots to the present.

The study ends with certain directives to support the visual character of residential urbanism in Jeddah
City relying on the interaction between urban context, environment, and recent developments.

Keywords: visual character, Historic Jeddah, Heritage, dwelling, house, Identity.



