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ABSTRACT

Coptic Monasteries in Egypt are undergoing architectural and urban transformations in response to the
needs and demands of the modern era, this study aims to explore the interactive relationship between
these transformations and the spiritual principles of monasticism principles rooted in solitude and
seclusion, discipleship and spiritual guidance, renunciation, and voluntary poverty, the research analyzes
how these transformations affect the structure, organization, and societal role of the monastery through
a combination of architectural analysis, field observation, interviews with monks and bishops, and
visitor questionnaires, a field sample was selected (three monasteries) to represent different historical
periods and design approaches, due to the limited scope of the paper, the Monastery of Anba Bishoy in
Wadi El-Natrun was selected for a detailed presentation, serving as a model to demonstrate the research
methodology applied to extract the intended findings, the study evaluates the balance between
preserving authenticity and embracing modernity, and how this balance affects the continuity of Coptic
monasticism in its contemporary context.

KEYWORDS
Monastery Design Evolution, Monastic Principles, Wadi EI-Natrun, Coptic Monastic Architecture
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