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ABSTRACT

This paper explores how soundscape approaches can foster a collective dynamic, enabling a
multidisciplinary team to reimagine the future of the oasis cities. It provides a new perspective
for studying the microclimate of these unique settlements, which pose significant challenges
for urban planning. Nestled within the desert, oasis cities rely on an ancient urban fabric
designed to create self-sustaining microclimates. This traditional oasis urbanism demonstrates
human adaptation to a harsh environment. However, modern development, with its focus on
standardized designs and efficiency, threatens the ecological and social balance of these
settlements. The research postulates that comfort arises from both the thermal regulations of
the specific architecture and the social practices that adapt to the harsh climate. It introduces
the concept of ambiance, addressing the sensory and experiential aspects of spaces. The study
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focuses more on a sonic approach to define urban situations that combine urban form, social
practices, and sensory phenomena. The authors discuss collective experiences conducted pn
2015 in Tiznit, Morocco, and in 2016 in Nefta, Tunisia, as part of the ZERKA project funded
by the Envimed program.The outcomes published in this research examine both fieldwork
approaches and the theoritical reflections they inspired during the project. The sonic recordings
are available on the CRESSON laboratory's Cartophonies platform, providing an immersive
soundscape experience and creating a sonic archive for cities undergoing transformation.

Keywords: Oasis Urbanism; Soundscape; Ambiance; Sensory Experience; Immaterial
Heritage
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