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ABSTRACT

Water cities are urban communities that overlap water bodies, most notably cities such as
Venice in Italy and Amsterdam in the Netherlands, which are characterized by aqueducts and
bridges. There are modern cities, such as Dubai's Palm Jumeirah Artificial Island, as well as
tourist attractions in the Maldives famous for their pillars built on water. Water communities
are widely distributed in Egypt, such as some fishermen's villages in the northern lakes, Al
Max area in Alexandria, and the city of El Gouna in Hurghada. The integration of aqueducts
and water bodies in cities helps increase economic activity, tourism and transportation at
lower cost and pollution. It provides scenic views and thermal comfort and helps address the
risks of rising sea levels. Despite the wide distribution of water cities and their variety of
strengths and types, no agreed definition or classification has yet been reached. The term
refers to any community overlapped with water, although there were differences in features
and characteristics between its communities. The research identifies and classifies the main
types of water cities, and deduces the features and characteristics of each type, in order to
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help understand, develop and protect the existing water cities or plan and design new water
cities on a clear scientific basis. Using a descriptive and analytical approach, the research
identifies a general structure of water city typology through a comparative analysis of thirty-
five case studies around the world. It is done by applying the analytical methods to identify
the main types of water cities. The research concluded that the main classification of water
city models is mainly based on urban planning and urban formation methods, namely (canal
city, artificial island city, floating city, stilt city). The main characteristics of each type are
deduced through the comparative study of the main types of water cities and the overall
structure of the classification.

Keywords: Water cities, water bodies, floating cities, water channels, artificial islands.
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