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Abstract
Egypt has many priceless heritage areas that work to improve its urban efficiency without
upsetting the country's ecological balance or cultural legacy to boost tourism. The goal of this
paper is to improve heritage sites using universal urban design approaches to produce a
wholesome setting that satisfies the needs of all users of different groups, ages, and abilities
and promotes economic and social sustainability. The process of assessment of urban space
quality by using universal urban design criteria is an important step towards improving and
activating the urban space more efficiently and appropriately to the local reality. Elephantine
Island had chosen as a case study because it has natural and historical components, in addition
to the social peculiarity of the Nubian community. the island was evaluated by using a
guestionnaire to gauge the degree to applied its urban spaces of universal urban design criteria
from the user's view as the first step toward the universal development of the island. The results
of the assessment concluded that the innovation criterion is one of the most achieved, as the
island has a distinctive Nubian character, while the accessibility criterion was present, but in a
way that does not achieve equal use.

Keywords: heritage areas — universal design — universal urban design principles - Elephantine
Island.
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