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Historical Agency Architecture "Wekala .... between the Authenticity and
Contemporary needs “A Case Study: Al-Gori Agency, Greater Mahala”

Dalia Shebl Said shebl

Architecture Department, faculty of engineering, kafrelshiekh University

- ABSTRACT

The old commercial agency is considered one of the most important civilizational
achievements in Islamic architecture. It was established for the first time in Arab and
Islamic cities as a hotel for foreign merchants, so it is considered a complex building
for services, trade, and housing. The research records the development of the
commercial agencies in Egypt, as well as their role within the urban. It also describes
the agency “Wekala” components and the most important architectural elements as
building materials and construction methods. The study records one of the oldest
commercial agencies "Wekalat Al-Gory” in Delta cities. It was considered the only
remaining commercial historical building which is a unique model for the
archaeological commercial in the Greater Mahala. The research records the historical
background of Wekala and clarifies some facts and corrections of some common
mistakes for historical broadcasts in identifying the agency, the date and origin of
the agency, monitoring the current situation and the encroachments on it, and the
random intervention process that were made on it, which contributed in losses of
many original elements, and then the research attempts to present a suggested plan
for intervention and treatment to restore and complete the missing parts and
historical image in light of global conventions "Venice Charter 1964" and rehabilitate
it within the surrounded fabric as a part of the cultural heritage of the city.
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